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Born 1957
Lives near Rathdowney, 
Queensland

Lionel Fogarty is a poet, activist and artist based in South East Queensland. He was born
in 1957 on Wakka Wakka land at the Cherbourg Aboriginal Reserve. A Murri man, he has
traditional connections to the Yugambeh people from the area south of Brisbane and the
Kudjela people of north Queensland

In the 1970s Lionel became involved in Indigenous rights, working with the Aboriginal
Legal Service, Aboriginal Housing Service, Black Resource Centre, Black Community
School and Murrie Coo-ee. He has campaigned for land rights and protested against
Aboriginal deaths in custody. 

Fogarty's first collection of poetry, Kargun, was published in 1980. He has since published
a further thirteen volumes including the Scanlon Prize-winning Connection Requital
(2010), Mogwie-Idan: Stories of the Land (2012), which won the Kate Challis RAKA
Award, Eelahroo (Long Ago) Nyah (Looking) Mobo-Mobo (Future) (2014). Fogarty’s most
recent publication Harvest Lingo (2022), published by Giramondo, was the winner of
Queensland Literary Awards – Judith Wright Calanthe Award for a Poetry Collection 2023.

Fogarty’s is ‘a poetry of linguistic uniqueness and overwhelming passion’ re-purposing
both English and the language of his people to confront colonisation and celebrate a deep
sense of Blak-pride. 

Lionel has always drawn but in recent years has more seriously been painting his poems.
For Lionel, the paintings are another way of getting his message out to a wider audience..
His paintings tell of encounters between people and between cultures, address historical
and cultural issues and political events, and pay tribute to important Indigenous figures.
Fogarty’s painted poems are intensely felt, bold and fierce and at times challenging and
confronting.

In 2025 Lionel received a Red Ochre Award for Lifetime Achievement in Artistic
Excellence at the First Nations Arts and Culture Awards. 



Lionel Fogarty, Burraloupoo, Darren Knight Gallery, August 2025



Save Our Inland Seas 2025
acrylic on unstretched canvas

270 x 165 cm
$15,000.00



Nature Her Age Are All Ages 2024
acrylic on unstretched canvas 

262 x 162 cm
$15,000.00



A First Note About the Regions 2025
acrylic on unstretched canvas

134 x 164 cm
$8,500.00



All Markets are All Universes 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin

238 x 184.5 cm
$15,000.00

(Sydney Contemporary 11 - 14 Sept 2025)



The Poor are Well Organised 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin

180 x 143 cm
$10,000.00



Back Man Lingers 2020-30s 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin

180 x 144 cm
$10,000.00



Time’s Out of Balance 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin
183.5 x 123.5 cm

$10,000.00



Accept the Queen's Lovers 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin

236 x 150.5 cm
$15,000.00

(Sydney Contemporary 11 - 14 Sept 2025)



Al-Qaeda Means the Word of God 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin

235 x 151 cm
$15,000.00



The Poor are Well Organised 2025
acrylic on tarpaulin

143 x 120 cm
$7,500.00



Imarbara. I am Generation of Existence 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

455 x 210 cm
$30,000.00



Black Woman 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

300 x 183 cm
$18,000.00



339 Next Year All This Death 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

185 x 244 cm
$15,000.00

(Sydney Contemporary 11 - 14 Sept 2025)



Planet Earth 2024
acrylic on tarpaulin

151 x 240.5 cm
$15,000.00



Related Charged 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

145 x 182 cm
$10,000.00



All Countrys Space A Same 2024
acrylic, fabric and glitter collage on tarpaulin

121 x 207 cm
$10,000.00



Koala Trees Turn Her Borobi 2025
acrylic on unstretched canvas

236 x 164 cm
$15,000.00



Goolahji 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

146 x 187 cm
$10,000.00



Standardized 2024
acrylic on tarpaulin

180 x 300 cm 
SOLD



I’m Not Santa 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

SOLD



Remember Something Like This 2024
acrylic on tarpaulin

180 x 300 cm
$18,000.00



Yearn Relatives Share Holders 2024
acrylic on unstretched canvas

290 x 160 cm
$15,000.00



Saints are Homeless 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

257.5 x 208 cm 
$18,000.00

(Sydney Contemporary 11 - 14 Sept 2025)



Connoisseur 2023
acrylic on tarpaulin

239 x 151 cm
$15,000.00

(Sydney Contemporary 11 - 14 Sept 2025)



Happy Tear Dam the Sad 2024
acrylic on linen

76 x 61 cm
SOLD



Your Struggle 2024
acrylic on linen

76 x 102 cm
$4,500.00



Muttggerah 2023
acrylic on linen

91 x 91 cm
SOLD



Burrumpa Jagun Yaway 2023
acrylic on linen

61 x 76 cm 
 SOLD



Untitled 2023
acrylic and printed photograph on stretched linen

102 x 76 cm
$4,500.00
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